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Hiking guide
De fontaines en lavoirs
Starting point : Saint-Babel

603

Hiking Time : 4 h 30

Distance : 16 km

Difficulty : Difficult

Height Difference : 540 m

Marking Out : Green

> THE CASTLES OF YBOIS AND SAINT-BABEL

> L’EAU À SAINT-BABEL

Represented in the Revel armorial in the 15th century, the former castles of Ybois and Saint- 
Babel were built on volcanic peaks and belonged to the Counts of Auvergne. At the top of the
neck (old lava chimney) of Saint-Babel you will admire an impressive panorama at 360°. The 
clock tower is probably made of old ashlars from the castle. It is at the castle of Ybois, which
capped the mound of the same name, that Queen Margot was arrested in 1586 on the orders 
of her brother King Henry III, and then imprisoned in Usson.

Like all municipalities far away from major waterways, Saint-Babel used water from local 
springs. The first village to benefit from a new water supply system was Roure in 1853, where
there were three fountains and a wash-house. In 1872, the inhabitants of Saint-Babel were 
looking for a new spring on their own initiative and at their own expense. They then dug a 10m 
long trench. The municipality had no choice but to agree to the creation of a new adduction and 
three monumental fountains. The wash-house didn’t come until later, due to lack of funding.



Starting point - From the starting sign, 
at the foot of the city, follow the signs 
«»Direction Table d’orientation»», 
«»Butte du Château»». Climb to the top 
(360° view) of the site of Château d’Ybois. 
Go around the hill to the left and go down to 
the starting point.
 
Take the direction of Sauxillanges. At 
the fountain, go down on the left rue des 
Charnats. Continue rue de l’Abattoir. Cross 
the road. Take the rue des Pageix and go 
down towards Bas Maisons (washhouse). 
Cross a small bridge and continue on the 
road to Les Fougères. At the fountain, turn 
left. At the fork, turn right, go through 
Suchère, to the left of Château de la 
Suchère (view of Nonette and Montcelet). 
150 m after the houses, go down left on a 
grassy path to La Malcourtie. On the square 
(fountain), stay to the left and go down 
a stony path ignoring the street on the 
right. 50 m further on, turn to the right on 
a grassy path. At the crossroads with the 
road, continue opposite, then turn right 
onto the grassy path that leads to the first 
houses of Flat. Turn left and go to the D9. 
 
Take the D9 on the right, go past the 
fountain, turn left before the War Memorial, 
then go to the right of the church. Continue 
to the right, then to the left on the D9 for 
a few meters. Turn right on Chemin de la 
Pellière. When you arrive in Les Echallats, 
keep to the left. Take the first road on the 
left and continue straight ahead towards 
Les Escures. At the entrance to the hamlet, 
ignore the road on the left and the street 
on the right and walk along the houses. At 

the crow’s feet, leave the road and take Les 
Eversins road. Climb (view of the Livradois). 
Pass in front of the Ybois castle. Go down 
to La Barberie (view of the Sancy massif 
and then Issoire), ignoring a path on the 
left. Just after La Barberie, take the first 
grassy road on the left. At the crossroads, 
continue in front. At the next intersection, 
turn right. Ignore the path on the right. At 
Les Escures, take the road on the left and 
follow it, ignoring the roads on the right and 
left. At the fork, go down to Naves. 
 
 At the 1st street, turn right, take left on rue 
de la Fontaine. Place de la Fontaine (cross 
and fountain), turn right. Cross the Issoire 
road and go up the small street opposite. 
Continue along the steep path in the 
undergrowth. Turn right. At the Straw exit, 
take the road to the left. At the first road 
on the right, go down and at the first curve, 
turn left. Cross the Fumades. Take the road 
on the left towards La Laye, before the small 
bridge, leave the road and turn left, then 
immediately to the right, a long and ravine 
climb. At the crow’s feet (cross), go down to 
the right by a road. Cross Roure by the main 
street (washhouse, fountains). At the next 
fountain, turn right. Continue on the road 
ignoring the right lane. After the bridge, 
turn left on the grassy road. Continue up 
to the road. Cross it and continue straight 
ahead until you reach the starting point.


