
Did you know ?

CONTACT 
04 73 89 15 90

Hiking guide
La Chaux de Caure
Starting point : Augnat

179

Hiking Time : 3 h 30

Distance : 12 km

Difficulty : Medium

Height Difference : 355 m

Marking Out : Yellow

Perched on a lava flow that has become a plateau by inversion of relief, the temporary lake 
results from a complex geological phenomenon. Originally, the basalts of the lava flow were 
cracked during their cooling, causing rainwater to infiltrate and therefore the presence of 
thin soils, covered with short grass. However, as it decomposes, basalt gradually filled the 
cracks and created a water-resistant soil. Water no longer seeped through, a temporary lake
formed due to winter weather, it then dries out with summer evaporation. A wide variety of 
flora and fauna follows the immutable cycle of these extremely rare natural environments, real
treasures of biodiversity.
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Starting point - From the starting 
sign, go down the rue des Bergers 
behind the town hall (the Couze 
d’Ardes valley). Turn left on Chemin 
de Poudain and at the grassy flat, go 
opposite until you reach the road. 
 
Take it on the left (Ardes and the 
vallée de Rentières) and at the 
entrance to Poudain, turn right twice 
and then go down on the left. At the 
next crossroads, turn left (beware of 
another yellow PR, the Apchat circuit 
that goes down to Ardes). Go up on 
the plateau by the main path and at 
the crow’s feet, turn left, towards 
the cross, until Apchat.
 
Cross the Place du Puits to go to the 
church. Go around it to return to the 
main road (16th century fortified 
house) and follow the direction of 
Perpezat (view of the Monts du 
Livradois). Cross the hamlet, walk 
along the washhouses and under 
the stone arch. At the fork, turn 
left. At the next one (mountain bike 
variant sign) continue on the left the 
big ascent on the plateau until the 
crossroads. (Round trip out of the 
circuit, 100 m straight ahead to see 
the temporary lake). 
 

When returning from the off-track, 
turn right (the signal of Luguet and 
Cézallier) and at the T-junction, 
turn left on the stony road. At 
the crossroads, go down the long 
and wide path on the left (the 
Alagnon valley) until you reach the 
T-junction. Turn right (the red lands 
and the slopes of Boudes) towards 
Augnat. At the entrance to the 
village, ignore the rue du lavoir. Take 
rue des Pradeaux and on the left, go 
down rue de l’Ancienne Forge to the 
Place de l’Église. Go up in front of the 
church and go around it on the left, 
rue Sainte-Marthe then on the left, 
join the place du Cézallier. Join the 
road and turn left towards the Place 
de la Mairie.


