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Did you know ?

Hiking guide
Saint-Jean-Saint-Gervais
Starting point : Jumeaux

394

Hiking Time : 5 h

Distance : 16 km

Difficulty : Difficult

Height Difference : 635 m

Marking Out : Green

Jumeaux and Brassaget are two sites that bear witness to the Allier’s boating industry, 
flourishing from the 17th to the 19th centuries. In Jumeaux, the marine carpenters used wood
from the forests of the Livradois to build the sapinieres, flat-bottomed boats that went down
the river Allier, the Loire and then the Seine to deliver coal, wood, wine and other products 
to the capital. In 1787, 2,000 sapinieres were manufactured in Jumeaux. In Brassaget, 
where the bargemen and water merchants lived, 323 men of the river are counted in 1795. 

> THE «BATELLERIE DE L’ALLIER»

> SAINT-JEAN-SAINT-GERVAIS  CHURCH
The church is perched on a narrow granite spur surrounded by deep valleys and woods. It was 
donated in the 11th century to the Benedictine abbey of Sauxillanges which founded a priory. 
Dated from the 12th century, the current building was later remodelled. A Romanesque portal
opens to the south, protected by a wide gothic porch with arcades and ribbed vault, called a 
ganivelle. The recent restoration restored its original bell-tower-wall. The site now houses 
the church, the remains of the presbytery and the old school that became the town hall. Its 
only permanent inhabitants were the parish priest, the teacher and their entourage.
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Starting point - In front of the church 
go to the right then to the left by the 
rue d’Esteil, 80 m further on follow 
the rue de Cros on the right, then go 
up by the chemin des Montes. In front 
of the allotment turn left (view of the 
village of Jumeaux and the hillock of 
Nonette). Allow the roads to the right 
and at the end of the allotment go 
up to the left. Ignore the first path 
on the right and go up to the kennel. 
Continue the ascent without taking 
into account the paths on either side 
until the crossroads under the high 
voltage line.
 
Continue straight ahead and take 
the first track on the left. Leave the 
path on the right and go down to the 
T-junction, continue to the left on 
a wide path. At the crossroads go 
straight ahead, ignoring the paths to 
the left and right until you reach the 
intersection (stele). Go down to the 
right until you reach the hamlet of 
Brenat. Go down to the right until you 
reach the road. 
 
Continue opposite on the unpaved 
road (on the right refuge for birds of 
prey) continue in the undergrowth 
until you reach the road. Go to the 
right and immediately to the left below 
the road. At the D132, continue to the 
right until the crossroads. 
 
Turn left, cross the 2 bridges «Moulin 
de Gourdine» and turn right. Go up to 
the hairpin bend and down the path 
to the right until you reach the road. 
Continue on the left until you reach 

the pond and after that go up on the 
left by the road. At the crossroads, 
continue to the right until Saint-
Jean-Saint-Gervais (church and town 
hall). 
 
After going around the church go 
down the path (large cross). Continue 
the descent to the «»Moulin de 
Saint-Jean»» (respect private 
property). Go right, cross the stream 
on the footbridge. Turn right for 200 
m and then go up the road to the left 
and after 50 m, turn left again (Roman 
road). Further up the hill, ignore the 
path on the left and continue until you 
reach the entrance of Serlandes. 
 
Turn left up to the road. Go left, then 
leave the road at the second road on 
the left (viewpoint on Jumeaux, the 
Puys chain, the puy de Dôme). At the 
fork turn right (beware 2 paths with 
green markings cross) go down to 
the village of Jumeaux. Turn right and 
continue straight ahead. Leave rue du 
Ruisseau on the left, continue rue des 
Aubettes, rue de la Liberté and then 
rue de l’Eglise to reach the starting 
point.


